Issues in drug-related performance impairment.
Performance impairment associated with alcohol, drugs, and medical disorders is of increasing concern to clinicians. Understanding and assessing performance impairment associated with a particular drug or condition is complex and requires careful, critical evaluation of the literature. Awareness of the issues involved enhances the ability of the clinician to assess risks for a given patient and of a given medical therapy. Important study variables are described that should be considered when evaluating the literature pertaining to performance impairment. The clinical relevance of the results of performance studies is also discussed.